LOCARNO   LIMITED
who once had said that he never spoke French to a French-
man—it was putting the rascal at too great an advantage:
he always addressed him in Latin! Mr. Baldwin's attitude,
says the Annual Register, did not well accord with the
seriousness of the subject. As for policy he pointed to
the Commission to examine League machinery on which
Germany had been asked to serve on equal terms. The
Government's present view on this subject was that un-
animity on the Council was the best principle and that,
equally as a principle, permanent seats on the Council
should should go only to the great Powers. He ended with
an appeal for the Conservative Party to confirm its support
for the Government which had already stood by the Foreign
Secretary. The answer was a resounding vote of confidence,
the motion of censure being defeated by 325 votes. With
this result the criticism of Sir Austen and rumours that he
would be transfered to another office died down.
This impressive excursion by Eden into the realms of
Parliamentary dialectic, and European diplomacy did not fail
to make its impression, but for the next three or four critical
months—which included the drama of the General Strike
and the disillusion of its aftermath—he was content to keep
away from the limelight and apply himself to the detailed
duties of Parliamentary private secretary. Journalists whose
imaginations are more lively than their information is au-
thentic, have attributed to Eden a keen and a sharp temper
which they assert he has inherited in the natural order of
things from his tempestuous father. Such an assertion is
easier to make than to deny, and quite apart from its truth
or otherwise constitutes news value. But whatever may be
his personal temper, a study of Eden's career, particularly in
its early stages when one might well expect it to be amply
.seasoned with indignation and indiscretion, shows clearly
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